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i5Hi   KEESY   GUi:   FACiOBy 
ioulton,   near   Belfast,   Northampton   County,   Pennsylvania, 

Frese_nt__Cus todian 

Dr.   T.H.A.Stites»   of   Boulton. 

Date   of.Ere c tion 

Built   1812, 

Builder_ 

ffi11i am   He n r y,   Jr. 

Present    Condition 

Very   poor. 

£u mber of._Sto.rie_3_ 

fxwTo   and   one-half. 

Materia1s   of   Construction 

rirst   floor,    stone,    second   floor,   wood   siding 
over   stone   and  fcr ic&,    s tif f ened   "by   wood   framing 
G-a'ble   roof,    covered   with   slate. 
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IKh   hhhii:i" i'ACi'Oii.y 
ijoulton,    near   .Belfast,   Northampton   County,   jrennsy iv&nia 

She   Henry   Oun   lac lory,    located   at   Soul ton,   Pennsyl- 
vania,    although  not   operating,    is   still   stauoing,      In 
more   recent   years,    it   has   "been   cui-te   neglected,   and   is 
now   in   great   need   of   remair.      It   was   last   used   for   the 
manufacturing   of   arir.s ,   about   I £ 9 3 - 

The   first   own 
Henry,    w h o   also   o -,v 
srir.s   at   Lancaster, 
Irish   de scent.      Vfi 
teen   to   Lancaster 
au n s m i t h ,   n &nie d  U & 
made   hira   an   ideal 
Ing   fi re   srms   on   h 
?' i t h   a   v; e a 11 h y   m a n 
armorer   to   G-eneral 
Indian   war.      After 
ed   to   Lancaster   an 
irive nt ive   genius . 
Henry   states   that 
beat,    rather   than 
that   Eenry   o u i11    t 
Gone sto£.a   Hiver,    a 

er   of   the   Henry   G- 
ned   &   factory   for 
Pennsylvania. H 

Hi air. v/as sent at 
in 17^^» as an ap 
tthev; Roesser. H 
5. nprecbice a n 0 i a 
is own account. 
,   named   Joseph   Si 
Braddock's   exoed 
the   defeat   of   &e 

d   resumed  his   tra 
Vfilliam   E.   G-ordo 

Henry   is   tne    inve 
J'ul ton   or   j* itch, 
y-o    steals   ooais   a a 
ad   .'.rov&c.   tneir   -•:. 

un JJ ??c lory 
the rr.anuf a 

is father vi 
the early 

prentice to 
enry's rr.ech 
1750. enj.;a 

He formed a 
rr,on. He wa 
ition in th 
neral Bradd 
de . ;.,r . He 
n, in his b 
ntor of the 
!v.r. G-ordon 

d tried the 
racticab ill 

was ?/ill iam 
cture of 
as of Scotch 
age of fif- 
a Lane ast e r 

anical skill 
ged in raak- 
partners hi p 

s aopo int e d 
French and 

ock, re turn- 
nry was an 
iography of 
first steam 
asserts 

m out on the 
ty. 

An 
Lancas t 
augur, 
publish 
Henry, 

"i- 
and for 
a lari;e 
^ e nu i t y 
their w 
the   inv 

o th 
er, 
wh i 
ed 
whi 
he 

r&a 

ir 
;-. a 

ork 
ent 

er   product   ox   the   ;*ill ia;n   henry   iua   j&ctory   01 
developed   and   invented   by   aim,   was   the   screw 

ch  he   invented   in   177-*--      -^n   account   of   this   was 
in  Sees's  i^ncyclopae dia»   written   oy  John Joseph 
ch   follows! 
invention   occurred   in   1771»"**'Fst   that   period, 
ny   year s    in   company   wi th   a   oart ne r,    was   Kept 
on   monkery   store,   by   a   person   of   considerable    in- 
d   their   leisure    moments   were   usually   consumed   at 

bench   or   in   the    store,***   he   ire quently   heard 
or,   ariiong   his   friends   expatiate   on   the    idea   ox 
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**   the    idea   was   eccentric   and   a   bold   one 
* *   in   the    summer   of   1771>    2   s^v-'   a   screw   a 
t in-e   in   tne   hands   of.   roy   lather.      It   v/a ,s   a 

wag   in   the   act   of    uori;u   a   turnip,   I   wi1 
saporobation   at   the    tirr.e   over   the   manner 
;,e   chips   of   the    turnip   ***   **s   the    invento 
n   of,    was   not   by   profession,    a   mechanic, 
d   of   Lancaster,   wno    so   sedulously   atlende 
en^s^ei   for   that   purpose,   but   relinquish 

h   cf   Lititz,   noy   trade,    a   carpenter.***   Ge 
now   employed   this   person,   being'   extreniel 
iron,    succeeded   in   perfecting    the   au^ur 

to -pro- 
U ;■;, u r   x o r 

. 1 e a d e n 
i re^eni- 
of cut ters 
r , at   t he 
the   late 
d to   the 

.e a it   to 
o r ^ e    h '■; i t K 

y aot   in 
in 1112." 

Hear; 
bus.i. 
with 
m P; 

t ian 
ence 
3 tat 
of a 
3 c ho 
he c 
"oo we 

Air.o ng 
' i t he 
Lees,    a. 
his   fa 

. i 1 a d e 1 
Spring 

came 
a n d   t 

ms,      I 
neck   s. 
ntinue 
,    he   m 

tne   en 
olde s t 
n d   1 a. t 
t he r . 
o h i a . 
s ,   bu t 
to   IT a 2 
he   Un i 
n   1309 
n d   the 
d his 
ovecl   t 

il 

x 
ar 
te 

'.'/ o 
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dren of Y.'illiam Henry Jr., was John Jo seph 
on, who was associated w ith his father in 
William' Henry 3r&» who s.lso was associated 

he oldesi son was sent to canape a branch 
illiam Henry Jr., first located at.Chris- 
n lySO, possibly through Moravian influ- 
eth.  He entered into contracts with the 
a States G-overnmeat for the manuf ac cure 
Henry built a forpe about half v/ay between 
resent location of the Gun Factory where 
rk, but for better vra ter facilities and 
his present location. 

In the year, 1S10, the Henry firm secured a contract for 
the manufacture of approximately 10,000 standard arms for the 
United States Government.  The plant facilities were insuf- 
ficient for the nandling of a contract of this size.  xhe 
story cf the old factory of Souiton is found in a raemo , writ- 
ten oy   williani Henry, 3rd, in July, 187? .  It follows: 

11 In the year , 1810, iny father, then res idine in the vil- 
lage of bazars th, proposed erect ing v;orJts on the iushkili 
Creek:, three miles h.Iv. fro::: hazareth, for the purpose of 
making musket barrels and other parts of a lusket, and after 
contract ing with Sec re tary hus te s of the government of the 
United States, to further this idea,.  He sent me to practic- 
ally acquire a further acquaintance of the epan maicin^ busi- 
ness to :sy brother, Joseph, who then had some fifty or more 
workhsnds, was 1 oca. ted at the f;. W. corner of IToble and 3*"& 
Stre ets (philadeIphia) engaged in the manufacture of rifles 
and muskets.  There I remained for two years, returning to 
my fathers and on the S April, 1312, , comir.enced felling 
lumber for the new factory.  In 1372^ in the occupancy of 
Mr. James Henry, my bro ther Jose-oh' s only son.  It required 
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sovrie    s ix.   mo.nths   to    ;.'ut    it   up,    .::.nd   to   complete    It   for   the 
'i'.ouses   and   other   buildings   re cu ire d, s ix   ;;.ore   rhcntns   were .con- 
sumed.      hy   father    ce i;;^,   otherwise   occupies,    soon   left   this 
eatabi ishi^en t c a r e v-u. r liitc .e nee . 

Y*h 

i e ,   v o s e p n  a a a 
,.■,    i' a t n b r   o x -o e:. d e a 

ell   v:e i' c   ci^r^ec.   s o n.e   ^lo , 0Q0. GO     for 
it 

i'arts   of    souie   o cher   xeno s   t^rs   here   aetciled:   H   In   the 
soring;   of   1511 .    I   naa   the   offer   of   auoe r in t e nc in^   a   ma nui'ac- 
tor /    in   the   rear   of   v;nac   once   was   the   Con^insoners   hails, j    iii   *, ilC.   rear   of   v;nac   once   was   the   Co nn^ipso ner s   hail 
street   near   G-reen,    east   side,    to   out   u 

of 

s,    this 
near   ire en,    east   side,    to   out   u o   a na  finish   all   con- 

denh.ed harts   of   Lusnets   and   sv.'ords.,   coridsmrr.ed 
States   Inspector   of   &rn■■ s ,    taai   could   be 
Luskets   for   the   South  .American,   lra.de. 
of   K .ii'or aham   hihoes,    an 
the   time   v; 

of Col, Eor.f'ort. 

:ad that of 
in partnership v;i th 
G-ove rn.ii:ent 
a f; h i n £' t o n, at t 

"by the United 
_de available for 

Iror: the establishment 
;i:;y brotner Joseph, 
o ur f 

who ,    at 
'at her ,   v. ere   contractors 

with   the   U.S.    G-ove rn^ent   to   furnieh   crrns ,    end   the   Cr do nance 
depar tr.ent   a t t x ,.U under   ihe   supervision 

At   the   ;:anuf act ory,   I -sune r in ten dec    fcthen   only   17   year 
ae-e)    I   employed   shout   30   to   35   workmen   in   the   grinding   and 
^•olishinr.    I   contracted   to   the   others. ?.' a chiefly   done 
8t   Ten  hile   Creek   Pa ctory   shove    Schuylkill   falls,   near   the 
river,   tr.ariy   of   :-.-y   sales   Fere   made   to   the    agents   of   the   South 
Air.er lean   revoiut ioni s t s ,   among   them   wa;   a   b rot her   of   the   then 
celebrated   General   Bolivar.       In   1S12,   my   brother   Joseph   and 
myself   entered   into   a   ne-;:   contract   with   the   Secretary   of   War, 
"."il 1 ism   £us te s   for   the    suvpl?   of   10, 000   muske t s »   according 
to   a   standard   ' Cha.r levi lie '    French  musket,    in   the   year   1S12, 
early   in   Anr il 3   wi th   the   v lew   of   erecting   additions   where   the 
srsis   could   "be   more   advantageously   rr.ade»   1   removed   and   commen- 
ce d   erecting;   "Boulton   '.vorks"    in   Buthkill    Iv.'p.,   3   siles   Bh h, 
f ro ts   ha z are th   for    the   manufacture .     After   surmount i tig   number- 
less   dif f icul t iee    in   -training   the   ne eessary  working   men,   mus- 
ke t   barrels,   rifle   bar,   Pis to,ls   and   Cavalry   ar&s ,    sword   belts 
files,   musket,   rifle   locks,    a no.   employee   mostly   in   all    the 
branches   about   SO   workmen.      kot   lon^,   after   com^encin^;   the   man*&_ 
iacture   of   muskets,   L. x. 7.'ickho,m,    the    Inspector,    demanded   and 
obtained   from  us,    an   article   so   far   superior   to   the   rat tern, 
that   I   thought   best   to   memorialise   Concession   on   this   pro- 
ceeding   for   a   t iaie .      ,:;e   -,vere   delayed   and   these   procasstinationa 
aeferrea   our   business,    and   consequently   we   could   not   complete 
the    contract   within   the   stipulated   i ite   which   the   Sec'y   of 
War,    refused   to   extend,   except   indeed,    we   should   turn   traitors 
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to   our   political   'oref e re nces ,    anc   as   hinted   e t   "cy   Gen'l 
aob' t   Br ox,    to   a   r:-ember   of   Congress   from   Jorthamp tori   County 
f ;„; . ,    to   uy   brother   «,oseoh   and   ir^seif   at   t-,e    tiroe.      In   LUG 

c ity   of   £&<. j^iri^ ton , (J«:n. 7 » i31&)    sii-^r^ea   tne    insaluni   con- 
ditian   ana   were   of   course,    ooli-ed   to   re OH/   ^10,000.00   ad- 
vanced   fsiiids    to   the   Ordinance   aecar tme nt ,   and   sold   our   con- 
tract    to   k.i.    ^Vicccnan.,   a   .political   favorite   oi    tne   govern- 
ment   at   tnis   uiiiie   for   ylGOCOO.      he    finally,   ai'ter   Levcral 
^ears   of   delay   recovered   U'o   aoiltrs   additional   corpc- nsat -on 
c n   b ix   thousand ,    five   nu ad re a   uraske is   de1iv ere d,   and   v/ere 
released   fro;.'   all   further   re spans i oil i iy .      ^,.1.    ,i ickham 
couple ted   the   contract   and   utterly   ruined   in   jurse   and   raind 
soon   after «ard   die a,-   „io w   l&lb,    the   ruinous   conditions   of 
monetary   concerns   men   prevalent,    obliged  us    to    stru^i^e 
throu^n   years   of   ; re at   d if f i cul ty   a t   houl ton.      ..e   ,fiiade   rifle 
Barrel?,    cu 11 ina   Lrands,       In   1S22,    I   sold  a.y   int-e rest    in   thi s 
( Bou 11 on)   works    to   i;;y   '■■,r o t he r   Joi,e ;oh   f o r   aOOUD   na 1 f    its   va 1 ue 
{;•-' ** ■•-, n   ^ '■ ^ n 

7'he n   John   Joseph   took:   over   the   lactory,    he    took   into 
partnership ,   hi -    son,   Jame s   Henry,   .to   continue    the   busine ss 
after   the   death   of   his   father   in   133o.    who   conducted   the 
fortunes   of   the   Boulton   Gun  Factory,    through   the    Civil   war. 

All   the   work   in   the   (run   Factory   Y7as   done   by   h; -. A what- 
ever   little   machinery   that   r;as   employed,   was   aade   by   Ir. 
Kenr y ,    n itself .      i i. e   C-un   s t o c .-c s   v:ere   all   s a v.* e d   off   b y   han t 
and were mace iron: 
finished, were r? u t 
soon gained a ±:. r e a. 
v/ a ;• at its height, 
ilany of the se were 
lead! n c   fro in 

beech ,    :i)aole   and   walnut.      1 he   a,uns   when 
on   the   he?.'   lork   markets.      Ihe    industry 

deal   of   orominence.      7/hen   the   industry 
about   one   hundred   iren   v/ere 
K n o w n a s uiers n u 1 ive d 

:erry Hill to Jacobs burg;, still 
town, because of tr;e trade followed 0/   "one he. 

ly. 

employed. 
alon;;:   the   road 
known   as   5 ile- 
ds   of   the   fami- 

While   for   nearly   a   ce n cury,   Boulton   was   the   seat   of   an 
arms   factory,peace   dwelt    in   the   li t ule   valley,   for   tne   char- 
acter   of   tne   proprietors   svi s   so   high   that   it   was   reflected 
in   the   entire   countryside,      Ihe   relationship   of   the   proprie- 
tor   and   his   employees   was   founded   upon   the   .uinglish  Patriar- 
chal   system,    than   upon   the   American   system   of   the   present 
day;   many   of   the   workmen   owned   the ir   own   small   lands,    bought 
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from Henry, to whom they loo&e d, as lord of the manor. 
Strikers were unknown and disagree^enis were amicably settled, 
ihe re were no clras tic rule s as to hours and other labor rights, 
s o n v o r. i ne n t to zaj .  The workmen usua lly took their TTO rk to 
their own home s , and when it 7/as completed returned it to the 
factory, where i t was assembled. 

In 1862, an order of one thousand was filled for the 
gove rnment .  ihe war ended and then came a great demand for 
sport ing rifles; then came the age of the Light Horse Pistol 
and ihe Lambs Leg, these had out a short durat ion, and in 
1£ 73 » £ single barrel Breech reader w&§ manufactured and lar&e 
craers were iillea.  In I'6'60, a revival of the Luzele Loading 
rifle came.  Lhe cheaper breech -uoader sup ox an ted this, and 
made tne business aw indie .  'rhus, the uusiness was carried on 
under the aa;:,e of Oaraes Henry, and upon the death of James 
Henry, as James Henry & Son, (^r&nville) until 1S93 or there- 
abouts V7he a   i t ',7 as a ban done d. 

One c f t he principal outlets of t he He nry Sun Factory, 
was the -American lur Company, who had almost a monopoly  on it. 
John Jacob AS tor ?;as its ■president. 

Soon after the discontinuance of the gun business, G-r&n- 
ville's brother, L'dward 1'. Henry, used the factory building 
for the manufacture of cigar boxes, this continued for a short 
time.  He later,installed machinery for the cleaning and re- 

■pairing of cloth bags, at that time, used for shipment of cement 
A side 1 ine of which t-;as the picking apart of such bags, as 
could not be renaired.  This material WEE worked into cotton 
felt used in the manufacture of rr>at tre ? p. es .   2 hi s however , was 
entirely discontinued by the massing- of a law by the Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature, f orci^d ing the employment of used materials. 

The building is of heavy mill type construct ion,the first 
floor having heavy exterior stone walls.  The second floor 
consists of T;OOQ. studs covered with wood siding.  Between the 
wood studa is a four inch brick wall.  Ihe roof is covered 
with slate.  Floor construction consists of heavy timbers, 
with wood boards laid over same.  The original building was 
T. shaped, but later, the v/ing extending out toward the high- 
way, V7as removed, so at present, the building is in the form 
of a rectangle and is in very poor condition. 

In back of the building was a large dam which furnished 
water power to run the Xar,-..e water wheels in the factory. 
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ihe   v/neels   were   si tu&teu   a "jproxiir.s te ly   in   the   center   of   the 
bull di n^. 

hr.   i. rl.«.„   Sti te P , of   Bol ton ,   a   de scendent   of   V;iiliair.   Henry, 
i s   30'.i   the   owner   and   Gus to&ian   of   the   "building.      He   has   many 
records   and   le tters ,    written   'oy   the   ir-embers   of   the   Henry   family 
as   -.vell   as   some   of   the   ^ u n s ,    v:hieh   v.*e re   made   in   the   various 
branches   of   the   Henry   G-un   Jaetcry. 

Colonel    Thomas   H.*therton,   £ 1 so   s   descendant   of   Sillis-m 
Henry,   has   rrany   runs   ""hi oh   v.'cre   insde   at   the   rolton   works,   Also, 
in   his   ioss6eion   are   portraits   done   in   oils,   of   ".Villiaia   Henry 
an d  his   wife. 

I he   old   factory   is   now   de ;;erteo   and   stands   on   the   hanks 
of   the   Bushkill,    denuded   of   all,    save    its   historic   memories. 

Historic   material   obtained   from:         Dr.    i.H.A.   Sti te s   of   Bol ton, 
who   furnished   letters   and   memos   written   by   William  Henry   3rd. 
Colonel   i.fi.   dtherton,   who   furnished   material   from a  paper, 
published   in Bethlehem,   ha  in   1^2^,   entitled  "17^1   Histori- 
cal— --Bethlehem,   ra. Industrial- '1925";    also,   a   paper 
written   oy  r.ev. J ■ k, Klick   for   the   Northampton, and  Lehi&h.  His- 
torical   Society   at   K&zareth.on   the   Boulton   Oun   Wo rks. 

y 
//3d. 

2^. %±i,z!%n ^jfiJb, 


